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WELCOME TO THE THIRTEENTH EDITION 
Welcome again. At the time of writing, while the latest virus news is a 

bit worrying, the latest vaccine news is very encouraging. Whatever 

happens in the ten days left before Christmas, the magazine team 

hopes you will have seen at least some of your loved ones.  

Before drawing a line under 2020 and moving very quickly on, we’d like 

to pass on our thanks and best wishes to Tracey Bayford, Janet Birch, 

Linda Bratt, Linda Gale, Gill Horn, Marie Martin, Maddy Noffki, 

Margaret Palmer, David Pigg, Suzy Roberts, Jo Woodcock and Sara 

Yarrow who all deliver ‘The Pelhams’ to you.  

Likewise, thanks are also due to our growing band of year-round 

contributors who have never let us down. But we’re very grateful for all 

contributions – if you have just one piece of news, story, poem, 

reminiscence about schooldays (see within!), or whatever, please send 

it in.  

Finally, we’ve heard of someone who has done about half of our ‘Word 

for a letter’ quiz from last month. The chocolate prize still awaits the 

most correct answers and the closing date is Jan 3rd. 

A very Happy New Year to all of our readers! 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

 

Cover photo 

The only thing we know about this scene outside the Cock is that it was 

taken at some time between 1923 and 1929, when Alfred James Pring 

was the landlord – it’s his name on the panel above the door. But what 

was the special occasion? Many of the younger men are smartly turned 

out and the central figure is holding some kind of trophy. Could this 

have been an award, or end of season, dinner of a sports club? If 

anyone has a clue, please get in touch on 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com. Thank you! 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Stocking Pelham Christmas lights 2020 

Due to the current crisis the annual switching on of the Stocking Pelham 

Christmas lights took a different format this year. 

Main event organisers Bridget Hitchcock and 

Mike Hutchins made the decision not to have 

a village gathering as previous years for the 

safety of residents this was made during the 

second lockdown and when the new tier two 

guidelines came into play, they had no choice. 

So sadly, instead of the usual gathering 

around a log bonfire, enjoying mulled wine 

and mince pies the event was successfully live 

streamed via Facebook (the video can still be 

seen on FB). This year two new strings of led 

lights were added paid for by the village hall 

committee. 

On Saturday December 5th in front of the rolling camera following the 

customary short speech by Mike and a countdown from five, Elsie and Flo 

(Sarah Hutchins two youngest) pushed the button and on burst the lights in 

spectacular fashion. 

Finally, a big thankyou to the Featherstone family for setting up the new 

lights and maintaining them through the festive season and to Village Tech 

wiz Daniel Horn for filming the event also for the many positive comments re 

the evening and the brilliant light display. 

Mike Hutchins 

 

Herts and Beds Bike and Hike 
 
Many congratulations to David Bailey, whose ‘Team Bailey’ took part in this 
year’s event, held in September to raise funds for the restoration and repair of 
churches in the two counties. Despite restrictions, the total amount raised by 
the event increased by 15% from £95,000 to £109,000 and David’s Team 
raised well over £1,000, earning them a silver recognition certificate for the 
second consecutive year. Well done all!  
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A short history of Furneux Pelham Post Office 

As ‘The Pelhams’ reported the closure of the post office in the village hall 

last month, I thought readers might be interested in a short history. It is 

tempting to assume that the house in Barleycroft End called “The Old 

Post Office” has been its only other home, but in fact it has moved widely 

around the village.  

The first recorded sub-postmaster in Furneux Pelham was William 

Mumford, who ran a bakery, grocer’s shop, and drapers at what is now 

The Well House. The shop entrance faced across the road to the well 

which was beside the pink house known as ‘Bowyers’. By 1859, William 

had added the ‘receiving and dispatching of letters’ to his business. 

William retired in the early 1870s and by 1874, his son William Hawkes 

Mumford had taken over the shop and the post office, remaining as sub-

postmaster until the late 1890s. 

In about 1899 the post office moved to the shop on the west side of 

Barleycroft End, now known as ‘The Old Post Office’. The shop was run 

by Charles and Harriet Bayford and their son Albert Henry Bayford was 

the sub-postmaster. It must have been quite a busy enterprise, as in 

1901 it included Miss Mary Burgess, aged 40, as the rural letter carrier, 

John Burton, aged 25, as the postman and Walter W Bayford, aged 14 

as the telegraph messenger.  

Mary Burgess lived at Bowyers, so possibly she had had this job when 

the post office was in its previous location. John Burton was the son of a 

shoemaker who ran his business from what is now ‘The Stores’, and 

Walter W Bayford was the nephew of Albert Henry.  

In the First World War, the best and worst possible news must have been 

conveyed through Albert Henry’s hands. One such came from 

Buckingham Palace to William Cogan on 14th April 1915. “Sir, it has been 

brought to the King’s notice that you have had four sons and a son in law 

in the Army, three of whom have been killed while the fourth has been 

severely wounded. Although an expression of the King’s sympathy will 

already have been conveyed to you, His Majesty wishes me to assure 

you that he much appreciates the spirit of patriotism and self sacrifice 

which prompted your sons to come forward and give their lives for their 

Sovereign and Country”. The writer does not mention it, but the son in 

law had also been killed in action a month before. 
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By 1919, the only surviving son, Charles Cogan, had recovered 

sufficiently from his wounds to become the village postman, collecting 

mail from Buntingford and delivering it to the Barleycroft End office by 

motorcycle. A glass of beer awaited him in the brewery office each 

morning around nine o’ clock. He retired in 1950 after 31 years service. 

After Albert Henry Bayford’s death in 1928, the post office moved back 

to the shop at Well House, now run by Mrs Emily Berry, who then became 

the sub-postmistress. The shop and the post office closed in the late 

1940s, becoming a private home. 

In 1948 the role of sub-postmaster was taken on by Montague Seaton 

from his home at Dingley Dell. He was already well beyond retirement 

age, but worked on until 1952, eventually retiring at the age of 83.  

The post office then returned to the shop in Barleycroft End. This was 

now run by Mrs Lilian Barker. A newspaper article from the early 1950s 

describes entering the shop. ‘On the left of the door is a small counter. 

On a shelf is a telephone, a pad of telegrams and a machine for weighing 

packages. There is the post office pen with its encrusted nib; and the pot 

of official ink surrounded by the blue-black splutterings of village 

struggles with bureaucracy’.  

The post office may have been small but in a week it issued over 100 

pensions and allowances, stamped the letters for about 450 people and 

dealt with various licences, saving schemes and the sending of money. 

As telegrams were the main method for conveying urgent messages, Mrs 

Barker was not allowed to close at lunch times. The General Post Office 

paid Mrs Barker £180 per year. 

In 1971 Mrs Barker retired owing to ill health and there was no immediate 

replacement. After a few months, Mrs Bayford took charge, two 

afternoons a week, from the ‘Church Room’. This was part of what is now 

The Old Vicarage. In 1975 Mrs Debnam took on the responsibility, with 

Mrs Prigmore taking over for a few months. They were succeeded by 

Mrs Jean Weatheritt. 

When the vicarage was sold by the diocese in 1985, planning permission 

was sought and granted for the conversion of the dining area of The Star 

public house to accommodate the post office for two afternoons a week. 

Our long-serving postmistress, Mrs Christine Carrington, took over in 

about 1991, initially in The Star and then from about 1995 in Furneux 

Pelham Village Hall.                              Furneux Pelham History Group  
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Note - church building is currently closed, only opening for services 

Sunday 3rd Jan  Epiphany 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  All Age Holy Communion Braughing 
 

Sunday 10th Jan  Epiphany 1 
10:00 am  All Age Family Worship** Braughing 
11.15 am  Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 17th Jan  Epiphany 2 
09.30 am  Café Church    Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Holy Communion**  Braughing 
 

Sunday 24th Jan  Epiphany 3 
9.30 am  Holy Communion**  Braughing 
11.15 am  Morning Worship  Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 31st Jan  Candlemas 
10.30 am   Holy Communion**  Stocking Pelham 
 

** Services will be live streamed on Zoom. If you want to join in, details 
available from the Parish Office (churchoffice@braughing.org.uk).  
Note – Office is currently not receiving phone calls – emails only. 

 TICKET ONLY SERVICE – tickets available from the Parish Office. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823531 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or find more information on the website “A Church 
Near You”. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

  

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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MEMORIES OF MY TIME AT FURNEUX PELHAM SCHOOL 

I attended the old school between 1952 and 1958. I lived initially at 

Clay Chimneys and my mother would take me to school on her pedal 

bicycle fitted with a child seat at the rear, constantly reminding me to 

stop wriggling and keep my feet out of the wheel. After my family 

moved to The Square (now Mead View) at Stocking Pelham, about five 

of us children were taken to school by taxi provided by Fred Bishop 

from Manuden. I well remember the black leather seats. Such Luxury. 

We would arrive before 9 a.m. and be in the front playground when we 

would hear the loud klaxon of a black Standard 8 car at the junction 

below the Church. This to us children announced the arrival of Miss 

Prior, our Headmistress, from Much Hadham bringing with her Mrs Hay 

another teacher from Little Hadham. There was a third teacher Mrs 

Glasser who lived in the School House. It was the latter, who taught the 

infants, who welcomed me on my first day. “Fanny” Prior, as we all 

knew her, taught the older children and Mrs Hay those in between. 

First thing on Monday morning we would pay our dinner money for the 

week, which was five shillings (two half crowns) and on our first break, 

about 11 a.m. we all had a small bottle of milk. Throughout my whole 

time there I wore short grey flannel trousers and long socks held up by 

elastic garters. In fact, I continued this dress code for the first two years 

at Secondary School. 

I cannot remember feeling cold as heating was provided by a coke 

fuelled fire, it was the older boys’ duty in turn to fill the coke hod first 

thing daily. There was also a roster for two boys to load a tin bath with 

crockery and cutlery and carry it from the kitchen to the canteen and lay 

table for lunch. Both kitchen and canteen were at the rear of the 

Vicarage. Lunch was quite wholesome provided by Mrs Smith and Mrs 

Bentley. I was not keen on semolina or tapioca and of course once a 

week we had prunes and custard. 

We had chalk and slates as juniors for writing but progressed to 

wooden dipping pens and ink wells on our desks as seniors. The ink 

splashed on the desks, exercise books and clothes as well as our 

fingers being covered in it. The toilets were outside, a latrine for the 

boys, and separate “privies” for boys and girls. 

Playtime was fun, we would have ball games and bean bags to throw 

and catch. Often the ball had to be recovered from Mrs Glasser’s or Mr 
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Wisbey’s garden sheepishly. We would play Conkers in the autumn 

and slide on the ice in winter. 

I recall we occasionally had a visit from an Art teacher Mr Broom, and 

periodically from a lady doctor, Doctor Jones who checked our hair for 

nits and asked the boys to lower their trousers and pants and cough to 

check all was in order. 

Fanny used to sit at her desk in front of about ten of us. Her desk did 

not have a modesty board so her knee-length pink or white bloomers 

were in full view. We dare not giggle. She could be strict but that was 

no bad thing. Indeed, if she was pleased with your work she would say 

“My you’re getting on like a house on fire”. Occasionally she would 

organise Country Dancing inside and the floorboards were a bit 

“springy”. There was a stuffed bird in a glass case on top of a high 

bookshelf which would rock back and forth but fortunately never fell off. 

I remember on Ascension Day the whole school would go across to the 

Church to a Service by the then Vicar Jack Tomlinson (Hot Jack). 

Every year we took part in a Christmas Concert at the Village Hall, the 

proceeds of which paid for an annual outing to either London Zoo or 

Clacton. 

Looking back, I can honestly say I enjoyed every day and that time 

provided me with a very good grounding for further education and life. 

Brian Stone 

 

  

School 1957. 

Evelyn Prior 

seated in the 

centre, with 

Mrs Hay on 

the far left 

and Mrs 

Glasser on 

the far right. 
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Pelham Shires complete “The Rosie Rudolph Run 2020” 

On Sunday, 6th Dec 2020 the Pelham Shires Team took part in the 

Rosie (Virtual) Rudolph Run.  

This year, the COVID pandemic has meant that any Addenbrookes 

Charitable Trust (ACT) planned events were not able to take place so 

they welcomed their first ever virtual Rosie Rudolph Run. 

The (virtual) Rosie Rudolph Fun Run was held over the weekend of 

Saturday 5th/Sunday 6th December to raise money for the Rosie 

Hospital. They simply asked for families to rock antlers and walk or run 

a 3km route of their choice.  

We decided to do it as a family with all four generations:- My 

grandfather, Neville 

(80), Mum and Dad, 

my sister and her 

partner, myself and 

my partner and then 

our daughter, Ella 

who was born at the 

Rosie on the 22nd 

February 2020. Not 

forgetting the family's 

two dogs and 

yearling shire horse, 

Herbert.  

Together we make up the Pelham Shires team, due to the pandemic 

we have missed out on attending shows and displays with our shire 

horses and as our horse Herbert is only a 

yearling, we were so pleased to get him out 

and even with meeting bikes, a pony, dogs 

and walkers he behaved perfectly!  

We enjoyed ourselves so much that we 

managed to complete 5K around the village, 

and were pleased to arrive home to bucks 

fizz and chocolate cake supplied by our other 

grandparents who watched us complete our 

walk.  
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We were hoping to raise £250 with it being such a worthwhile cause, 

however we are pleased to see donations are now at £455 and still 

coming in.  

We would like to thank everyone who has donated so far and there is 

still time to donate at - 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pelhamshiresteam  

Laura Hagger 

 

 

 

 

  

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pelhamshiresteam
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Stocking Pelham Cricket Club Then and Now 

Cricket was first played in the village in 1921 on the field at the rear of 

Stocking Pelham Hall, by kind permission of Ronald Wyld. Teas were provided 

by Mrs Cherry and then taken to an open shed at the field by her husband 

Wally, driving his three wheeled van. I remember these unwieldy 

contraptions, half motor cycle and half van.  

Yes, Stocking Pelham Cricket Club will be 100 years old next year and, as you 

would imagine the centenary will be celebrated in fine style! Details to 

follow! 

A football club was formed in 1938 and played on a field halfway along 

Crabbs Green Lane. Stocking Pelham was a member of the Saffron Walden 

and District league, but unfortunately, a year later the war put a stop to both 

football and cricket in the village.  

There was still great enthusiasm to play cricket after the war and in 1946 a 

field of 3 acres was leased from Green’s Farm for 21 years at a rent of 10/- 

per annum (50p), which even in those days must have seemed a real bargain. 

This field was known as Dellows Croft. Greens farm later passed to George 

Watson who sold the field to the Parish Council for £240.  

As reported by Steve Bratt in The Pelhams 

issue 6, two memorable inter-village games 

were played in June 1948 between Stocking 

and Furneux when, it seems that honours 

were even when each thrashed the other in 

the consecutive matches! The Cricket Club 

was originally known as the Recreation Club 

to recognise that other sports were to be 

encouraged. Tennis courts were built and 

although these proved very popular in the 

early years, they fell into disrepair through 

disuse and have since vanished.  A cricket 

pavilion was acquired from Meesden which 

had previously been used for housing Italian 

prisoners of war. This was located at the top 

of the field by the driveway. 1999 saw the arrival of a new and larger pavilion, 

a gift from the Ash Valley Golf Club. Sadly, some 7 years later this building 
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burnt down, but never daunted we soon drew up plans for a much improved 

and enlarged replacement. Following negotiations with the insurers the fine 

building we see today was constructed by local boy, Mark Kinnard at an 

affordable cost, funded in part by Mark himself.  Electrics, water supply and 

plastering were all competed by generous local benefactors. 

No description of the Club would be complete without mentioning the two 

Sids. Sid Snow who died in 2010 had been involved with the club since 1931, 

when he played his first game. Amazingly he turned out in his whites finally in 

1996, when a special game was organised to commemorate the 50th 

anniversary of the Club at its present home. He really was ‘Mr Stocking 

Pelham Cricket Club’ having been a player for something like fifty odd years 

and holding the office of Vice Captain, Captain, Chairman, Treasurer and 

President. The other Sid, Sid Whiffen who, after many years as a player and 

head groundsman continues to perform his duties as part of the outfield 

mowing team and roller driver. 

 

Stocking Pelham Past and Present taken in 1996.The two Sids are sitting in the front 

row 

and David Nicholls in the back. 

The Cricket Club is really all about the players and over the years there are 

many names to mention. In 1950’s and 60’s the Monk brothers were the 

mainstay and then Colin Chipperfield. In the 1970’s it is important to record 

that we had a very strong side and I think it not too much of an exaggeration 

to say that the opposition were a touch fearful! A highlight was winning the 
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local ‘Farnham 7’s Trophy’ which was displayed in the old Cock Pub. The 

principal players at that time included David Nicholls, Terry Jefford, Richard 

Bailey, David Holder and Colin Snow. Bill Griffiths and Steve Paine were other 

names not to be forgotten as a strong players in the 1990's. 

Bringing things up to date, I’m glad to say that against a general background 

of struggling cricket clubs, we are thriving. This is due in no small part to 

‘ringmaster’ Colin Berthoud who is so successful in rounding up a team week 

after week (or is it press ganging! ) by means of his magical computer and 

personal contact. On the field he is ably supported by Mark Sharman, Captain 

Paul White, Jason Coombes, Michael Thorpe, Ali Bratt and many others, 

together with the two very able juniors, both confusingly named Will. 

Mention must also be 

made of veteran Kelvin 

Whitfield who was captain 

for more years than 

anyone can remember and 

still turns out occasionally.            

A player for a long while, 

David Nicholls has been 

Chairman for many years 

and remains so to date.  

A Fine Bunch – Part of the 2020 Squad. 

He also performs a helpful role in keeping an eye on ground maintenance and 

other things. Next door neighbour to the field is John Banks who is our 

President. 

Amongst the support crew is the multi-talented Riikka who combines her 

duties of treasurer, mower driver and provider of the finest teas at any 

cricket match, anywhere! 

Unfortunately, the season just past was inevitably disrupted by the Covid 19 

epidemic, but got underway as soon as Lockdown 1 came to an end in May 

with intensive net practice. In all, seven games were organised, one at the 

prestigious Bishops Stortford C.C. ground. Good performances were put in by 

all which resulted in three wins and a ‘loss’ which was highly debatable! 

A wonderful spirit of camaraderie, fun and friendliness pervades throughout 

the Club which I’m sure are vital ingredients to its longevity and success. 
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All are welcome to support the team at matches and when it is possible to 

compile a fixture list for 2021, this will be published in ‘The Pelhams’. 

Also, of course we have the Centenary celebrations to look forward to. 

And, don’t forget that the teas are unsurpassed! 

David Bailey 

To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Ah, January.    Not a prime gardening month, I think you will agree.    No 

sooner has one crawled out of bed and drawn the curtains, only to discover 

that it is still dark, than (thankfully) it’s time to draw the curtains again and 

climb back into bed, still in the dark. 

A cursory stroll round the garden by torch light shows the absence of 

anything terribly appealing in the great outdoors.   I know, I know, the 

snowdrops will soon be out, and the aconites and the iris reticulatas, but for 

the moment they’re not bothering……because it’s dark. 

But at the moment the natural world is hibernating – begonias, buddleias, 

bears - so why don’t we? 

Mind you , it’s a good month for planning for the coming year and imagining 

the glories which will be blooming in my borders.  So I shall sit by the fire in 

semi somnolence  and mark up my seed catalogue for all the wonderful 

plants I shall grow from seed this year. 

Where to start?    Under the letter A?    I always start there and never get 

much further than D, but this year will be different.   (New Years resolution 

no. 1 – finish what you start). 

A is for abies, native tree forming the forests of California.   Grows to a height 

of 65m.    Maybe a little large for my patch. 

B is for Briza media.   Otherwise known as Doddering Dillies.    Has to be 

worth a whirl, just for the name. 

Cyclamen Mirabile.    I presume that means it’s a miracle if it flowers. 

Dionaea.    Insectivorous.  I wonder if it likes black fly?    And is there an 

equivalent plant for muntjac? 
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E is for……oh keep up.   Euphoria because I’ve made it to E?  No, learn to read.  

Euphorbia…irritating sap! 

Running out of steam now.    Maybe skip straight on to Z for zinnia elegans 

Giant wine.   Sounds rather promising.   If it is sufficiently Giant, I won’t care 

or even notice that it’s dark outside. 

Happy New Year, one and all, and looking forward to an altogether much 

better new year when we all come out from under our duvets. 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Building Mental and Physical Strength from Home 

It’s safe to say that 2020 hasn’t been the easiest of years to live in, lockdown 
forced most to work from home and with commuting now being a thing of the 
past, a lot more people have become sedentary.  

As a result, not only have people’s physical health deteriorated, but also their 
mental health too.  

I’m Claudia, a qualified personal trainer from Furneux Pelham. When the first 
lockdown hit us I threw myself out of my comfort zone and jumped into training 
people online, I was apprehensive to say the least but I didn’t want clients to 
lose motivation, especially after all their hard work, so onto Zoom it was..! 

Going virtual has enabled me to reach a wider audience so not only do I train 
the lovely community of Furneux Pelham and surrounding villages, I now have 
their friends from across the country and the world join us for the workouts too!  

This has led me to start hosting free live workouts via my Instagram account 
‘@claudiaaudleypt’, my aim is to motivate people to move more, not only at 
home but wherever you are in the world and by offering these varied workouts 
I hope to educate people that you can achieve a healthier and happier lifestyle 
through the use of little to no equipment and minimal space.  

Online workouts have proved to be a HIIT (pun intended..!) and whether you’re 
a beginner or a pro at burpees, these workouts are for everyone. 

All the live workouts are saved so if you can’t make it at the scheduled time 
then it doesn’t matter - you can tune in at whatever time suits you. 

There are now over 40 different workouts to choose from, ranging from Sculpt, 
HIIT and many more… Every workout is roughly 30 minutes (plus a short 
warm up and cool down), that’s just 2% of your day! So why not tune in from 
the comfort of your own home? 

The hardest part is starting so if you can do this then you’re well on your way 
to becoming happier, healthier and more confident. 

I also offer 1-1 personal training, either virtually or face-face, please go to my 
website for more info: www.claudiaaudley.co.uk/pt  

Claudia :)  

http://www.claudiaaudley.co.uk/pt
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Furneux Pelham School News 
Although life is still slightly different at the school, we have had a wonderful 

run-up to Christmas with all our usual festive activities.   

Born in a Barn 

Children in Reception to Year 2 have worked 

incredibly hard over the last few weeks to 

prepare a wonderful performance of our 

Nativity – Born in a Barn.  The rest of our 

school community were able to enjoy the play 

as it was livestreamed from our school hall!  

The Year 2 children did a wonderful job of 

learning and performing their lines and were ably supported by the fantastic 

singing and very enthusiastic dancing of our Year 1 and 2 pupils.    

Decorating Day 

There was no way that we were going to miss out on 

our usual Decorating Day this year, even if we were 

split into two bubbles.  We donned our Christmas hats 

to get us into the spirit and spent the day working in 

small groups to bake gingerbread biscuits, decorate 

icecream cone Christmas trees and practise our sewing 

skills on some beautiful felt decorations.  Our Christmas 

tree looks as beautiful as ever, adorned with an array of 

pom-pom elves, painted snowflakes, tissue paper 

angels and  stitched felt baubles.  It was a fun and very productive day for all! 

Virtual Archery – The Final    

After a couple of weeks of practising 
our shooting skills, the team to 
represent us, in the Bishop’s Stortford 
Schools Partnership archery final, had 
been selected.  In this short space of 
time this group of finalists had honed 
their skills brilliantly and were shooting arrows with great precision.  This was 
such a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn some new skills, discover 
a new sport and for some to discover a talent that they didn’t know they had!   
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Reverse Advent 

We have once again used the Advent period to reflect 

upon how we can help and support others in our 

community.  Over Advent, we have been inundated with 

contributions towards our Reverse Advent collection for 

the Buntingford and Villages food bank.  On each day of 

Advent children are encouraged to donate an item of food 

which will be donated to the food bank – we have a 

wonderful array of gifts in our school library which we will 

donate to the food bank for distribution to local families over the festive 

period.  Chopin and Gershwin Class also had the opportunity to ask Henry 

from the Haverhill Food Bank a multitude of questions during a virtual meet. 

Ancient Greeks for the day! 

At the end of November, our Year 4, 5 and 6 

pupils and several members of staff arrived at 

school looked decidedly different!  A crowd of 

Ancient Greeks arrived to spend the day in 

character.  Having been renamed for the day, 

pupils spent the day creating Ancient Greek 

crafts such as mosaics and soap carvings.  They created their own wax tablets 

and painted pottery. 

In the afternoon, time was spent practising short plays which they performed 

to the audience in the ‘amphitheatre’. 

 

 

 

 

Festive Fundraising 

On Friday 11tth December, we held a Festive Fundraising Day.  We came to 

school dressed in our Christmas jumpers, or festive colours to raise funds for 

our school.  We also took part in a Santa Dash – run around the track on the 

edge of our school field – which was held across the country on this day.  

Peggy, Chloe and Scarlett also organised an ‘Emoji Treasure Hunt’ which 

pupils paid to take part in.  After the dash and hunt we warmed up with hot 

chocolates around the Christmas tree. 

On only her fifth day at her new school, Sophia had a wonderful 

time at the Ancient Greek workshop:  “This is the best day ever!  

Better than Christmas!”  Sophia, Year 5.  
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Christingle 

Although we couldn’t go to the church for our 

usual Christingle service, we decided that we would 

make our Christingles as usual and meet together 

in our bubbles, in the hall.  Reverend Julie recorded 

an assembly for us which we watched in each 

bubble, before lighting our Christingles.  We 

encircled the hall with our Christingle lights and 

softly sang together by candlelight.  We raised approximately £180 for the 

Children’s Society who work with young people who have suffered abuse, 

who have run away from home or are struggling with mental health issues. 

The Life Bus goes virtual 

Every year we have a visit from the Coram Life Bus.  

Usually, a large bus has terrible trouble getting into 

our school grounds via our little village roads, but 

this year we went virtual!  Nancy at Coram SCARF 

led sessions, for each year group from Year 1 to 

Year 6, which focused upon mental health and 

wellbeing.  It was an excellent opportunity for pupils to focus upon the Five 

Ways to Wellbeing and to really think about the ways in which they can keep 

themselves mentally healthy.  We also welcomed Harold the Giraffe to the 

virtual meeting – it is always a pleasure to see Harold, even for Year 6!  

Advent Stories    - Reading for Pleasure 

Although we have only split into two bubbles, we have 

certainly missed seeing each other so often.  To make 

our community closer for Christmas, and to share some 

books they love, our staff recorded a video of 

themselves reading their favourite Christmas and 

Winter stories.  On each day of Advent, each class 

opened the folder for that day to discover a different story.  From Stick Man 

to Little Robin Red Vest to Christmas poetry, we have really enjoyed listening 

to a whole range of Christmas-themed favourites.  It has been a wonderful 

surprise each day, waiting to see who appears on the screen and has really 

taken some of the older children back to previous years, listening to their 

teachers from previous years! 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

The local pub has long been a focal point of the community. Samuel Pepys 

in his diary described the pub as “the heart of England”. Beer was once 

much safer to drink than contaminated water. 

Many of our local pubs are centuries old, built when most of the 

population were illiterate. They had distinctive names and simple signs to 

identify them. As early as 1393 Richard II required landlords to erect signs 

so that ale houses were clearly visible to his inspectors, who judged the 

quality of the ale. Nowadays, not all have signs but there are many 

interesting names. 

The Saracen’s Head in Great Dunmow, opposite the market place, is a 

16th-century coaching inn. A Saracen was an Arab Muslim who in the 

Middle Ages fought against Christians for control of The Holy Land. 

The Blind Fiddler in Anstey takes its name from a tale of George the blind 

fiddler who for a bet entered a tunnel said to run from a pit to the castle 

mound a mile away. He was accompanied by his dog. A scream was heard, 

the dog reappeared singed from head to tail, but George was never seen 

again! 

In Bartlow, The Three Hills dates from around 1800 AD and is named after 

the parish’s giant Roman burial mounds which also feature on the village 

sign. 

The Sword in Hand in Westmill takes its name from the coat of arms of the 

Greg family who once lived in the parish and were generous benefactors. 

It has an unusual and distinctive new sign. 

Let’s hope that we can soon all return to fully enjoying the hospitality of 

our local hostelries. Each of those mentioned here can be found on one of 

the walks described on the Society’s website. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

The first half of November was milder than last year but it become cooler in 

the second half, but still less so than last year. There were 4 nights when it 

dropped below freezing for the first time this autumn. 

The rainfall was fairly average for this time of year. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so 

that every row, column 

and every three-by-

three box contains the 

digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no 

maths involved!  
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Word search 

Words can run side to side, up and down, diagonally AND backwards! 
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December 2020 puzzle answers 

 

The word not found in the grid is GALE 
 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday  
14th January 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. Key item on the agenda will be 
the budget and precept for the next financial year. 

Since the last meeting: 

• several defective footpath signs reported to HCC have been 
replaced; 

• twelve Christmas ‘kindness boxes’, provided by HCC, have 
been distributed to by parish councillors around the village; 

• at the time of writing, planning applications at Pheasant Hall, 
Clay Chimneys House, Dingley Dell and The Cottage, East End 
are awaiting a decision; 

• an application to replace the nave roof on The Church with 
slates has been refused; and 

• Herts Police has approved two of the three locations we 
identified to monitor speeds along Barleycroft End, following 
concerns raised by residents. Monitoring will begin in the New 
Year. 

Remember - meetings are open to all village residents. Further 
information is available on the Parish Council website 
www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Buntingford Cinema 
Who doesn’t enjoy a trip to the cinema? Well back in the 1930’s to 50’s there 

was a small picture house close by in Buntingford. 

It opened on Sept 8th, 1933 in the 

Benson Hall, part of the Catholic 

church complex erected as a memorial 

to R.H. Benson during the first world 

war. 

Renamed ‘The Cosy Cinema’ The 

opening films were Pack up your 

troubles staring 

Laurel & Hardy and 

Arsene Lupin staring Lionel & John Barrymore it was 

operated by E.H Rockett but closed in March 1934 briefly 

reopening before again closing. 

Next to run it was A.E. Gore’s Touring Talking Picture 

Company of Kings Lynn it reopened in February 1936 films 

were shown 6 days a week with seating for 200 Sundays 

were excluded presumably in response to the church 

landlords. 

The last operator from the early 1950’s 

was a local man, Tom Cooper with the 

cinema finally closing for good in August 

1958 it is now used by the church and 

renamed Bensons Hall. 

It was a well-used cinema during WW II 

and it is know that US servicemen often 

frequented the premises possibly with 

the lure of local young ladies in 

attendance making it a little more attractive. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

